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Have Faith in Your Risen Lord Jesus

I.  He has the power to heal

II.   He is the source of refreshing times

12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?  13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.  14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.  15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.  16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see. 17 “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.  18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.  19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,  20 and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus.

Abraham Lincoln once said, “Faith is not believing that God can, but that God will”  Some have the idea that faith is jumping into the black hole of uncertainty and trusting that someone will catch you before you fall.  What is faith?  In Hebrews 11:1 God himself gives us his definition of faith, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  Faith is standing firmly on the rock of God’s promises.  There’s no need to jump into the uncertainty of the future.  Faith steps towards the future with confidence knowing that the ground you walk on will never shake or crumble.  Faith is the shepherd boy, armed with only a sling and five smooth stones, having complete confidence that he will be victorious over an 8 foot tall giant armed with a sword and spear.  Faith is sitting still in your house, while the great walls of your city crumble down around you, and having complete confidence that your house is the only house that will stay standing.  Faith is the judges as they led the people of Israel into battle when they had no king, and easily defeated their enemies relying solely on the mighty hand of God.

Although he was no longer physically present with them, Jesus had promised his disciples, “And I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Peter and John had faith in the words of their Risen Lord Jesus.  Even though they could not see him, they called on him by faith to heal that crippled man.  Today’s story compels us to Have Faith in our Risen Lord Jesus.  We cannot see him, but our faith sees Jesus, first of all as the one who has power to heal and secondly he is the source of refreshing times.

I.  He has the power to heal.  The many people who regularly came for evening prayer and praise at the temple in Jerusalem knew that if they walked through one particular gate called Beautiful they would have to scrounge up some loose change for a crippled who often sat there and begged from the worshipers.  One evening as the worshipers walked through that gate, digging into their pockets, they were surprised that they did not see the lame man sitting in his usual spot, but instead jumping and dancing and singing praises to God in the temple!  Naturally they wanted to know how this had happened, followed him and found him hanging onto two men, thanking them profusely. But these two men, Peter and John, were quick to point the finger away from them and back toward the Lord Jesus.  “It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.” (vs16)  Peter confessed that it was their faith that had confidence in the power of Jesus’ name to heal this man, but more importantly they acknowledged that the source and object of their faith was Jesus.

The underlying purpose of this supernatural act was to enable Peter and John to talk to the people at the temple about Jesus.  If you were an Israelite in Palestine at that time you had to have been living under a rock not to know who Jesus of Nazareth was.  Peter launches right into them, “You know the same Jesus that enabled us to do this miracle, is the same Jesus was crucified, whom you all know.  Did you know that this Jesus was the Messiah prophesied about in the Scriptures?  You and your religious leaders all had in your minds the perfect picture of a Messiah; someone who would be a great political leader, who would wipe the Roman government away from Palestine, who would be a great hero. When in fact, if you read the Old Testament scriptures, especially Isaiah, you would have known that the true Messiah would come to conquer not with popularity or with a great army of soldiers, but he would come as a servant, and suffer and die, whose death you helped to orchestrate.  You were the ones who walked arm in arm with the chief priests and handed him over to be crucified.  You are the ones who welcomed into your midst a murderer and disowned the Holy and Righteous One.  You are the people who killed Jesus, the author of life, the author of your lives and the lives of your children, he, the one who created your very souls, you murdered.”

Wow!  You killed Jesus!  The guilt of that accusation must have been enormous, like a piano suspended three stories up, waiting to be dropped, like adding bricks to a backpack strapped to your shoulders.  Why would Peter talk to the crowd with such harsh words?  Why do we discuss sin every Sunday?  Why do we spend so much time about all the things we have left undone and the things we have done wrong?  Why do we even talk about hell as a place of eternal torment we all deserve to go?  Those are harsh words.  They make us uncomfortable.  What makes us more uncomfortable is the fact that we are just as guilty and have just as much Jesus’ blood on our hands as those Jews who lived in Jerusalem.  You and are just are responsible for Jesus’ death.  Your sins and my sins caused the author of life to be killed.

Why do we talk about these uncomfortable topics (which are very personal)?  For the same reason Peter spoke those words to the crowd in the temple, “Repent, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out!” (vs19)  You and I need to hear that God’s Word is more important than sleep on a Sunday morning.  You and I need to hear that quiet time for prayer is more important than quiet time for tv.  You and I need to hear from God’s Word that his will is more important than our personal interests.  Through His holy Word the Holy Spirit condemns our hearts.  Through his Word the Holy Spirit convicts us and moves us to repent, to do an about face.  When we repent we turn away from our sins, away from our guilt, and in faith we turn toward our Risen Savior for forgiveness.

Peter told that crowd of Jews in the temple, ““You stand there with jaws open and think it’s amazing that we were given the power to heal this crippled dude?  Check this out.  Even though you killed the one true Messiah, God raised him from the dead.  And now he stands ready to forgive you, yes, even for disowning the Savior of the world.  That’s even more amazing.”   And he has wiped away your sins.  The words to wipe away actually mean to cause something to cease by obliterating any evidence.  You ever walk into the house with your shoes on and leave muddy footprints all over the rug and kitchen floor?  And you try to wipe up those tracks before anyone notices?  When you and I sin, we leave muddy footprints all over God’s house, and footprints are so imbedded into the carpet and the mud piled so high, there is no way any Rug Doctor or Swiffer Wet Jet would get it all out.  Jesus wipes away any evidence that our sinful feet have walked in the presence of our Holy Father.  No Lysol or Mr. Clean necessary.  The blood of Jesus blotted out all your muddy stains.  The blood of Christ wiped away all your sinful footprints.  By faith believe that this wiping away of sins is yours.

Remember that God said, “Faith is being certain of what we do not see.”  I personally did not see the battle between David and Goliath.  I did not witness Rahab in her home in Jericho as the walls fell down.  I did not see Jesus die on Calvary.  I did not see the empty tomb on Sunday morning, like Peter and John.  But I have by   faith, and so have you.  Even though we have not seen him with our physical eyes we see our risen Lord Jesus through faith.  Faith has confidence in the power of Jesus, even though we cannot see him, faith holds onto the promise that our sins are obliterated, faith believes that Jesus lives, that he is our Risen Lord and Savior.  Have faith in your Risen Lord Jesus, he has the power to remove your sins forever and he has done it.

II. He is the source of refreshing times.
Now that your sins are wiped away, the guilt lifted off, Peter says, “He will send times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” (vs20)  When I think of refreshing times I think about a Kenny Chesney song, “No shirt, no shoes, no problems.”  In that country tune Mr. Chesney sings about sitting on a beach, watching the sun set, pinã colada in hand, shoes off, toes in the sand, warm sun.  Jesus sends you the times of refreshing.  Your guilt is gone, sins wiped away.  Burden lifted, the backpack of bricks is taken away, the piano is no longer suspended over your head, relaxation from your burdensome and stressful circumstances.  No longer will you have a lifetime of worry and guilt over sin, but peace with God.  No longer will you stress over what you have done to incur God’s wrath.  When penitent turn to God in faith and receive from him forgiveness and times of refreshing, the load is lifted off and placed on Jesus.

Because all of us have times when we are spiritually depressed and spent, pass through valleys of depression, aware of our sinfulness, Satan steps in and jibes, “fine followers of God you are!”  We are aware that our faith is weak, our own fault for not being in the Word, times when temptations bewitch us, bitter disappointments in our fellow man, a death in the family.  When those down times come, he will send times of refreshing by sending Jesus Christ to you.  That’s even more refreshing than sitting on the beach with my toes in the sand.  My Risen Savior Jesus brings me forgiveness, peace, confidence in prayer, courage to talk about him to others, most importantly, the hope of eternal life.  Jesus brings times of refreshing to you today, when you eat and drink his body and blood in this sacrament, a time to rejuvenate.  A time to reflect and receive what he has done for you, offered his body and blood for your forgiveness, bodily rose from death to give you eternal life.  Have faith in your Risen Savior, he brings you times of refreshing.

I have faith that in the near future God will cause this congregation to grow and reach the status of self supporting.  I have faith that he will grant us more members.  I have faith that we will be able build a new church building.  This is not my optimistic opinion.  It is faith that comes from hearing God’s promises over and over again in his Word.  It is a trust that God will produce fruit from our labor.  It is confidence that comes from hearing what our Risen Savior has done for us and will continue to do for us.  We can’t see our new church building, we can’t see our membership increase, but we do by faith, and faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of God.  May God grant us faith to see that our Risen Savior has the power to heal us.  May the Holy Spirit revitalize us through times of refreshing. May he grant it for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

